The Department of Health Care Policy & Financing (HCPF) is the single state agency that administers the Medicaid program in Colorado, Health First Colorado. On June 6, 2025, HCPF received a request from CMS for data related to eligibility, claims, and cost allocations for individuals with an “unsatisfactory immigration status.” HCPF reads this request to pertain only to the Emergency Medicaid program under which states are required to provide coverage for emergency services to people who are income-eligible for Medicaid, regardless of immigration status. The request is also time-limited to claims that have already occurred during the time period April 1-June 30, 2025, and excludes certain populations like pregnant people and children. The June 6 data request is asking HCPF to give CMS data that we already report to CMS on a regular basis, but in a different format. The CMS deadline for submitting the data is July 30, 2025.
Medicaid is a jointly financed state and federal program and, as such, HCPF has always been required to regularly share detailed information in order to claim federal matching funds with the federal Medicaid agency, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). This has been true throughout the history of the program. Failure to provide this detailed information  could have significant financial and operational consequences for the State’s ability to deliver Medicaid services to our members. 
HCPF takes very seriously our obligation to protect the privacy and security of our members’ and applicants’ personal health information and is alarmed by news that CMS has shared member data from other states and has now agreed to share all Medicaid member data from all states with immigration enforcement authorities. The State of Colorado joined a multistate lawsuit with 19 other states on July 1, 2025, arguing that sharing Medicaid data with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security for immigration enforcement purposes violates federal law.  Colorado’s Medicaid Director filed a declaration in support of the litigation. However, as a reminder, the data request from CMS on June 6 only pertains to information HCPF already shares with CMS. Therefore, while HCPF will continue to contest inappropriate uses of members’ data, this request itself does not provide CMS with any new information.

