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The Colorado Department of Health Care Policy & Financing (HCPF) remains committed to protecting the privacy and well-being of all members. And, we are committed to not sharing information with immigration officials. Recent reports and federal developments have raised questions about how federal agencies may use Medicaid data, including personal information. We want to share what we know and what we are required to do.
Federal guidance and court rulings indicate that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) may share limited Medicaid information with federal agencies under specific circumstances, such as for individuals who are not “lawfully residing” in the United States. CMS has not yet provided Colorado with details on whether or how it may share information, and we are monitoring developments closely. We will update our members as more information becomes available.
Information that may be shared for people not “lawfully residing” can include citizenship or immigration status, address, phone number, date of birth, and Medicaid ID. CMS must exclude anyone who is lawfully residing in the United States. If it is not possible to separate this data from information about lawful residents or U.S. citizens, CMS cannot share it. These restrictions remain in place while legal challenges are ongoing.
Under federal law, HCPF submits monthly reports to CMS through the Medicaid Statistical Information System. These reports include basic demographic and eligibility details, such as name, address, date of birth, Social Security Number (if provided) or Medicaid ID, and immigration status for every Medicaid member, who has received services through the Medicaid program. While federal guidance may allow limited sharing under certain conditions, Colorado Medicaid remains committed to safeguarding member privacy.
Again, HCPF shares data with CMS only for administrative and compliance reasons. HCPF does not share information with immigration officials. CMS alone determines whether any data is shared with immigration authorities.
It’s important for people to know that canceling Medicaid coverage does not erase information that has already been shared. Anyone who is worried about how federal agencies might use their personal information may want to seek professional advice. 


[bookmark: 2ndbl1okl741]FAQs:
What’s going on?
On June 6, 2025, HCPF received a request from CMS for data and information related to eligibility, claims, and cost allocations for individuals with an “unsatisfactory immigration status.” CMS has renewed their request for data every three months since. 

What was asked for?
The requests include people who accessed Emergency Medicaid Services during each requested quarter (currently three quarters—April through June 2025, July through September 2025, and October through December 2025), while the first request excluded certain populations like pregnant people and children, subsequent requests have included pregnant people.

Why did HCPF get the data request?
CMS stated that the reason for this particular request is to ensure HCPF has not received funds  for federal reimbursement for any person with an unsatisfactory immigration status who participates in a state-only funded program. 

What has HCPF done in response?
Here are the actions that HCPF has taken to respond to the request:
· Produced narrative responses to questions about how individuals are found eligible for Emergency Medicaid and how their claims are processed.
· Forwarded documentation to CMS to help them understand IT systems logic for eligibility and claims processing.
· Explained how costs are allocated between programs that HCPF administers.
· Submitted data files to CMS that contain 1) claims information for Emergency Medicaid claims, and 2) eligibility information for individuals associated with the Emergency Medicaid claims.
· Spent more than 7,000 hours pulling and analyzing data, answering questions, finding documentation, and meeting with CMS to explain Colorado’s processes, systems and methodologies.

Why does HCPF give data to CMS?
Medicaid is a jointly administered and jointly funded federal-state program. Because Medicaid serves millions of vulnerable people with federal support, states must share limited, protected data with CMS for accountability, financing and policy development purposes.

Is data sharing new?
No, under federal law, HCPF submits monthly reports to CMS through the Medicaid Statistical Information System. Medicaid agencies have to submit reports to CMS because Medicaid is a joint federal–state program, and compliance with federal law and regulations is required. Reporting is how CMS makes sure federal Medicaid dollars are being used properly and in accordance with applicable state and federal laws so that states continue getting federal matching funds. Audits and financial management reviews are standard practices.
What is regularly reported?
These reports include basic demographic and eligibility details, such as name, address, date of birth, Social Security Number (if provided) or Medicaid ID, and immigration status for every Medicaid member, who has received services through the Medicaid program. Reports are filed on a regular basis, so disenrolling from Medicaid will not prevent data from being reported to CMS. The exception to this is for individuals who have only received services through HCPF programs that are exclusively funded by the state budget. 
What can CMS share with immigration officials?
Federal guidance and court rulings indicate that the CMS may share limited Medicaid information with federal agencies under specific circumstances, such as for individuals who are not “lawfully residing” in the United States. CMS has not yet provided Colorado with details on whether or how it may share information, and we are monitoring developments closely. We will update our members as more information becomes available.
Information that may be shared for people not “lawfully residing” can include citizenship or immigration status, address, phone number, date of birth, and Medicaid ID. CMS must exclude anyone who is lawfully residing in the United States. If it is not possible to separate this data from information about lawful residents or U.S. citizens, CMS cannot share it. These restrictions remain in place while legal challenges are ongoing.
[bookmark: b9po18exdzpz]Statement for Inquiring Stakeholders:
We take the privacy and security of our members’ health information very seriously and have been closely monitoring multistate litigation that aimed to prevent HHS from sharing data with immigration enforcement agencies. However, in order to continue to receive federal matching dollars, we must comply with federal reviews. Currently, CMS is withholding more than $16 million from Colorado pending completion of its second quarterly review. 
The information we’re providing isn’t new—it’s data the State has historically been required to send to CMS monthly to continue to get federal matching funds. This particular request, however, asks for specific time-limited data on claims for Emergency Medicaid for further analysis. 
We will oppose any improper use of member data, and we will do everything we can to protect the personal health information of the people we serve.
